
Volume No. 39
Issue No. 19

October 2019ST. PAUL’S 
LUTHERAN FAMILY, ELCA
Rev. Chad Adamik, Pastor

NEWSLETTER

Council Votes to 
Explore ‘Reconciling  
In Christ’ (RIC) Status
At the Aug. 9th council meeting, 
David Harrell, member of the 
council, presented information 
from Reconciling Works, which 
is a Lutheran ministry that helps 
Lutheran congregations who wish 

welcome those of the LGBTQ+ community. LGBTQ+ 
persons make up one group that are openly rejected by 
many faith communities. Reconciling Works oversees 
the ‘Reconciling In Christ’ (RIC) process for Lutheran 
congregations. When a congregation is recognized as an 
RIC congregation, that means that the congregation has 
adopted a statement of welcome to all, including those 
who have been turned away from other churches because 
of their sexual orientation or gender identity. 

So, what does this process ‘look’ like? 

For a Lutheran congregation to be recognized as 
an ‘Reconciling In Christ’ (RIC) congregation, the 
congregation works on and adopts a revised ‘statement of 
welcome’, in which those of the LGBTQ+ community 
are explicitly welcomed. This ‘statement of welcome’ 
recognizes the reality that LGBTQ+ persons are 
still excluded from fully participating in many faith 
communities. It serves as a way for a congregation to 
repent of this and to turn towards becoming welcoming 
of all of those groups who have been excluded from 
active participation in churches—for it is the Gospel that 
compels us so to do. 

Sadly, in some churches, LGBTQ+ people are literally 
condemned from the pulpit. This results in those of the 
LGBTQ+ community giving up on becoming involved in 
a faith community. This, in turn, severely hampers their 
walk with Christ.

David did research on ‘RIC’ from the Reconciling Works 
website. He also has spoken with a few of you at St. Paul’s 
and learned that there is interest in learning more about 
what it means to become an ‘RIC’ church. After David 
went before the council on August 9, the council voted to 
allow this process to begin.

What now will happen?  

As a result of the council’s decision, I will be assisting 
Dave in forming a ‘task-force’ of about 6 - 8 people, 
which will be called the ‘Reconciling Team’. At the first 
meeting of the ‘Reconciling Team’, team members will 
map out a plan, where events are organized where the 
congregation may gather to listen and share with one 
another concerning how we might minister to those who 
identify as LGBTQ+. We will discuss why such ministry 
is an important witness of the Gospel and we will hear 
your fears and concerns. It is often hard to reach out those 
who are ‘different’ and those we don’t know much about. 
We want to hear from everyone, not just those who are 
in agreement with the vision of Reconciling Works, so 
we can engage those who have been specifically abused, 
mistreated, and excluded from those who call themselves 
‘Christian’ and ‘Lutheran’.

What the council approved last month was only 
beginning a process. Please note: it was NOT decided 
was that St. Paul’s WILL become an ‘RIC’ congregation; 
this is a misconception I have been hearing which needs 
corrected. The end-result of this process will be the 
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SPLF Council Presidents Corner
Greetings, from your Council. Now that fall is 
officially here, we can enjoy the season of 
vibrant colors of the trees, cooler weather, 
football games and so much more. We 
expect these things, and too often take 
all the wonderful things the Lord gives 
us in this world, all the way down to the 
smallest molecule, are taken for granted.

Bringing this full circle to St Paul’s Family, 
I am mandated to keep the business of our 
congregation flowing properly. The following 
must be taken seriously, it’s the life of our 
family that’s at stake; because without action 
being taken by our family, including myself, 
we are in jeopardy of being severely wounded.

Every Sunday the weekly budget 
requirements, along with our offering 
receipts are published so that everybody can 
see where we stand. We all tend (including 
myself) take for granted everything involved with our 
property. Typically, our offering receipts fall off during 
the summer months, and we seem to survive with 
that part of the cycle. On the flip side we usually see 
the offering swell by September to make up for the 
shortfall. That is not the case here and now.

Prayerfully consider what you can do to further help 
our St Paul’s Church family.

Peace of the Lord Be with You Always,

 Jay Olshen, 
Council President

congregation adopting a new congregational ‘Welcoming 
Statement’ that explicitly welcomes LGBTQ+ among all 
of those whom we wish to welcome. The act of adopting 
such a ‘Welcoming Statement’ is what would make St. 
Paul’s a ‘Reconciling In Christ’ congregation. In other 
words, you, the voting members of St. Paul’s, will get the 
final say on approving any new Welcoming Statement; 
you will get the final say on how the ‘RIC’ process turns 
out. 

During this process, I believe we will learn and can 
decide together if God’s Spirit is leading us to become 
an ‘RIC’ congregation. For more information, if you 
have questions, or if you are interested in serving on the 
‘Reconciling Team’, please contact Dave at  
(775) 315-4661. You may also contact me at the church, 
(775) 882-3020 to schedule an appointment  
to talk with me, or you may send me an email:  
chad.adamik@gmail.com.

To learn more about the ministry of Reconciling Works, 
please visit their website:  
www.reconcilingworks.org

In closing, I would like to thank David for his work on 
this and for not allowing this to simply 
‘drop’. Communities of faith are 
called to engage the world, not to 
escape. We are called to follow 
Jesus, even if it means having 
to face tough conversations. 
Your prayers for David and the 
‘Reconciling Team’—which 
is still coming together—are 
much appreciated!

God’s peace, 
Pastor Chad Adamik

A message from 
the Children in 
Transition Group:
This program identifies children, while 
school is in session AND especially 
during the SUMMER months, that 
need assistance with basic items. The 
following are suggested donation items:

1.	 School	supplies, pens, paper, 
notebooks, folders, backpacks, etc. 
(suggestion: ask any child)

2.	 Socks	and	shoes- all sizes (female 
& male) all sizes

3.	 Hygiene-Grooming	items—
toothpaste, tooth Brushes, 
deodorant, combs, brushes, wipes, 
(think of what the kids like and 
NEED (boy or girl). Girls need 
feminine items also. 

4.	 Individual	packages	of	snacks, 
puddings, cookies, crackers (cracker 
sandwiches), applesauce, small 
canned meats, vegetables (mini 
containers), packaged plasticware 

THANK YOU on behalf of the kids, 
Peggy Sweetland (Area Coordinator), 
Sherrie Poncsak, and Audrey Stroub 
(Wellness-Outreach Committee)
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St Paul’s September 
Birthdays & Anniversaries

3	 Doug	&	Pat	Thunder 6	 Jim	&	Gayle	Kennett

If you would like to be included in the monthly newsletter 
list of birthdays and wedding anniversaries, please notify the 
church secretary either by email, slip a note in the secretary’s 
office drop box, or call the church office.

NOTE

2	 Dennis	Moltz
2	 Dewayne	Evans
3	 Dwight	Holmquist
4	 Beverly	Steinert
6	 Debbie	Hanson
9	 Betty	Thoreson

12	Justin	Stevens
13	Wayne	Opperman
14	Zachary	Higgins
14	Chelsea	Johnson
15	Connie	Lapier
17	Anita	Enders

18	Roy	Trenoweth
20	Carol	Arneson
23	David	Vankoningsveld		
23	Tommy	Townsend
25	Ashle	Doran	
26	Joseph	Neiman

27	Nik	Marsh
29	Maxine	Bowton
29	Dee	Coughlin
29	Wendy	Lunz
30	Tim	Higgins

Serving In The Armed Forces:
Jerry, Brandon Luterick, Heather Joyner (John-
son), Samuel (Weirton and Osterhold), Peter 
Elverum, Sarah McGee, Olivia Lesperance, 
Tom, Michael, Justin, Will, John Duffy (Sharon 
Gesick’s Nephew), Austin O’Kelley – Oct 1st  
reporting for ‘Boot Camp’ in Texas (grandson of 
Greta O’Kelley) and John Duffy-recent graduate 
of the Marine Corp Bootcamp (nephew of Sharon 
and Tom Gesick.

Firefighters/Peace Officers: 
Andy Steyn, Brian Hillenbrand, Tina Sherman, 
Mark Dickens, John Gould,

We Grieve With:
for the family of Chuck Saulisberry (Kathryn 
Smith’ father), and for the family of Eileen Smith 
(Gary Smith’s mother)

Prayers For Healing:
Mary Ann Adamik (hospitalized), Jay McPhail 
(Colin McPhail’s brother), Eric McPhail (Colin 
McPhail’s nephew),Dennis Yeskie (recovering 
from hip replacement), ‘Joelle’ recovering from 
a heart transplant (friend of the Yeskies), Audrie 
Stroub, Renee Woslum, Edward Yoho, Doug 
Thunder, Ann Kauf, Glenn Laursen, Evelyn 
Luterick, Sarah Jevne, Susan Holmquist, Kar-
in Randle, Sam Woolsey (Kay Elvrum’s brother-
in-law), Hannelore Hanke, Delores Sherman, 
Jane Johns, DeWayne and Marlys Mellum 
(long time members of St Paul), George Ham-
ilton (healing from surgery), DeWayne Evans, 
Madaline Yoho (healing from two broken arms)

Continuing Prayers For: 
Roy T.; Dick Lowther’s sister, medical issues; 
Bev Steinert, for ongoing eye issues; James 
Wilson, health issues; Margaret Johns, medi-
cal issues; Susan, Dwight Holmquist & family, 
for healing; Ellen Harrell, medical issues; Greg 
Griffith, for healing;  Bev & Ron Gutzman, for 
healing; Betty Razor, for healing; William Raw-
son (grandson of June Bennett Hanson), battling 
cancer; Debbie Revelle, healing; Harold Nolte & 
Karen Hone, for continued healing.
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LOOK WHO IS 
TURNING 40 X 2!!
Carol’s friends invite you to join 
Carol for teats after the 
10:30 a.m. service on  
Sunday, October 20th

Another added note …
Former longtime members Cheryl and Wayne Kinder, 
who now reside in Highlands Ranch, CO. will be 
visiting St. Paul’s on Sunday, October 20th

St. Paul’s Confirmation 
Experience: 
St. Paul’s Confirmation program 
is under way! The ‘Confirmation 
Experience’, which is open to youth 
ages 12-15, will teach young people 
about important stories from the 

Bible, about what Lutheran Christians believe, and 
about Baptism and Holy Communion.

The Confirmation classes are held EVERY SUNDAY 
during the Sunday school   session, from 9:15 am until 
10:15 am 

For more information about St. Paul’s Confirmation 
program, please contact Pastor Chad: 
chad.adamik@gmail.com or call the church office 
(775) 882-3020. 

Lectionary Bible Study NEWS!
Pastor Chad will be leading 
Lectionary-based Bible study 
every Friday morning. The 
‘lectionary’ is the prescribed 
Bible readings for our Sunday 
worship services.  The idea is 
to gather and study these Bible 
readings ahead of the Sunday 

Worship service! The Friday morning group meets 
from 10:00 a.m. until11:00 a.m.

The Vocal Choir
The Vocal Choir have started their practice  
sessions. We meet every Wednesday  
evening 6p.m. unless otherwise 
noted in our weekly bulletin. 

All are welcomed to join the  
choir. If you are interested please come to the 
practice or contact the Vocal Choir Director, Dwight 
Holmquist at (209) 334-1335.

Women’s Bible Study
The next WELCA BIBLE STUDY is scheduled in 
October. Watch for future weekly announcements  
for day and time. Questions? please contact  
Vicki Hamilton, (775)267-3007.

WELCA 
WELCA’S next meeting will be Monday October 7th 
at 5 p.m.  If day and time does not fit your schedule, 
we are flexible to discuss meeting at other days and 
times. At the October meeting we are asking attendees 
to bring light snacks to share; drinks: water, coffee, 
tea,  & juice, will be provided. A sign-up sheet will be 
provided on the WELCA bulletin board. We have a 
good start in planning some events; but need to use 
the October meeting to finish planning other events. 
We are looking into working with the Youth Group 
and other church committees in some joint ventures. 
We do have a couple of items on the calendar such as: 
A cookie exchange and playing Bingo, December 14th 
at 1:00 p.m., the Chili Cookoff with entertainment 
and silent auction on Saturday February 29th. We will 
be providing Christmas gifts and food to 2 adoptive 
families, given to us by the school area coordinator, 
Denise. All ladies of the church are welcome to join 
us. Please bring your ideas/suggestions to the meeting, 
we would love to hear them.

The LEE Group
Originally, “Life Enrichment for Everyone” now 
commonly defined as “Lutheran Eager Eaters’ meets 
the first Thursday at 11:30 a.m. and is opened to 
everyone, especially the ‘grandparent generation’ to 
meet on a regular basis for friendship and fellowship.

At our next meeting, October 3rd, Flu shots will 
be available before, during and after lunch. Please 
bring your Medicare card (Please refer to the flyer 
for more information). There is a sign-up sheet on 
the WELCA bulletin board for those who would 
like to host a meeting, we need hosts for the October 
luncheon.  Questions? Please contact Beverly Steinert 
(775-883-5096 or Linda Wilson (775) 241-9005.

The menu will be a general potluck. Please bring a 
passing dish of your own choosing: meat, chicken, 
potatoes, casseroles, vegetables, salads, breads, desserts. 
Etc.

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL who 
donated school items for the 
‘Kids in Transition’.
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Don’t miss the fun where children safely trick or 
treat from the trunks of OUR decorated vehicles 

in the church parking lot.

We will have games, snacks, contests,  
and lots of FUN!!!! 

The youth are in need of YOUR help …  
we need trunks for the children to  

trick or treat out of.

Youth group meets every 2nd and 4th Sunday’s right after second service until  
1:30 pm. All interested youth that are in the 7th through 12th grade are welcomed 

 to join!! If you know anyone that is interested or for questions,  
please call Traci Angel at 775-721-5495.

October creeped up on us …
WE are getting ready for our  

Sunday
October 27th

3rd  annual  
Trunk or Treat!!

after the second service! If you have any 
questions or would like to help please contact 

Traci Angel at 775-721-5495.
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them about us. We welcome children, ages 4 through 
12 years old. We would love to improve the Sunday 
school attendance.

Our next Sunday school planning meeting will be on 
October 5th at 1 p.m. here at ST Pauls. We will be 
planning upcoming Fall Activities and the Christmas 
program. We look forward to having anyone 
interested, to attend.

Happy Fall, 
Renee Woslum 

Conference-Wide  
Fall Gathering
Sunday October 6th at 5:00 pm- The Sierra Foothills 
Conference of the synod will be having a conference-
wide gathering which will meet simultaneously at 
two locations-Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
in Granit Bay, CA as well as Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church in Reno, NV.

The meeting will begin with light refreshments and 
then move to a joint ‘Zoom’ video conference so that 
we can nominate and vote on up to 5 candidates for our 
new synod bishop which will be presented at our synod 
assembly this coming year. The candidates must be 
ELCA rostered ministers in good standing.

The meeting is open to all congregational members 
in the Sierra Nevada Foothills Conference. We 
will have representation from the synod council in 
attendance as well.

-Rev. Sarah Johnson, conference dean

You are Invited to Bring  
Your Pets to the Blessing  
of the Animals
 When: Saturday October 5, 2019 
 Where: St Paul’s Lutheran Family 
 1501 N. Saliman Rd (on the corner of  
 Saliman & Hwy 50- across from Walgreens 
 Carson City, Nevada 
 Time: 4:00 p.m.

Afterwards, Light refreshments will be available  
in Friendship Hall

LET’S CONTINUE TO DO OUR PART 
Located Outside the Backdoor of Friendship Hall is:

A BLUE LID RECYCLE BIN FOR: rinsed out Rigid Plastic bottles and 
containers- (no	plastic	utensils)	(no	plastic	bags,	film,	and	stretch	wrap,	baggies) empty 
Aluminum, Tin & Steel cans rinsed out Glass bottles and jars, Paperboard & 
Cardboard (no	waxed	cardboard) Paper, Junk mail, Newspapers and Magazines.

 

The ‘Stitchers’
Quilting Ministry 
Please consider joining St. Paul’s 
‘Stitchers’ quilting group. They 
meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of each month from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. in Friendship Hall,  EXPERIENCE IS NOT 
REQUIRED. They will be happy to show you what 
needs to be done. The ‘Stitchers’ are busy working on 
all sorts of projects. They make beautiful quilts and 
make and deliver lap robes to various senior assistant 
living homes and Convalescent centers here in Carson 
City. The seniors are so happy and appreciative in 
receiving these gifts.

Stewardship News
Let’s GROW together for our church family- what do 
we mean by GROW together? Like sharing our time, 
talents and resources which are very important.

Think of a plant starting to GROW, it needs good soil 
for planting the seeds, our Faith is the seed planted 
and watering the seed is our Commitment. Then 
comes the stem, it is small at first but our desire to see 
it GROW is nurtured by Grace. Our plant has begun 
its journey.

GROW in Grace, Gratitude and Generosity as we 
begin this stewardship drive.

Look for upcoming news about the Harvest 
Fellowship coffee hour.

The Stewardship Committee

Christian Education
Sunday School is underway for the Fall term and 
we are looking forward to the holidays coming and 
our annual Christmas Play scheduled for a date in 
December.  We are forming plans now and are looking 
for anyone interested in helping us, to please contact 
me. There are always different tasks needing extra 
help.  The youth group will provide a coffee hour 
for us that day. We will look forward to their special 
goodies.

If you have neighborhood children or family members 
who would like to attend our Sunday school please tell 

A GREEN LID CAN IS  
FOR ALL OTHER 
GARBAGE.
NOTE: There is a recycle 
container in Friendship Hall  
for recyclables.
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Worship Lay Volunteers  

October 2019
WORSHIP SERVICES 8 A.M. & 10:30 A.M. 

NOTE: * Denotes responsible Church Council member to help with 
the Worship Services if needed    

Altar Guild
* Please contact Jeanne Russell if you would like to serve on  
Altar Guild

  Sharon Melsheimer and Jeanne Russell

Communion Assistants
* Please contact office secretary if you would like to assist with 
communion

 6 10:30 a.m. David Harrell

 13 8:00 a.m. Nakita Jones 
  10:30 a.m. David Harrell

 20 10:30 am Nakita Jones

 27 8:00 am David Harrell 
  10:30 am David Harrell

Greeters 
* Please contact Peggy Truttman if you would like to be a Greeter

 6 8:00 a.m. Sandy and Dennis Danforth 
  10:30 a.m. Judy McPhail

 13 8:00 a.m. Sandy and Dennis Danfort 
  10:30 a.m. Ruth Fitzgerald

 20 8:00 am Sandy and Dennis Danforth 
  10:30 am Susan Holmquist

 27 8:00 am Sandy and Dennis Danforth 
  10:30 am Greta O’Kelley

Readers 
*Please contact Judy McPhail if you are interested in being a  
Sunday Reader

 6 8:00 a.m. Louise Griffith 
  10:30 a.m. Nikki Jones
 13 8:00 a.m. Kim Neiman 
  10:30 a.m. Steve Ranson
 20 8:00 am Vera Logie 
  10:30 am Judy McPhail
 27 8:00 am Carol Arneson 
  10:30 am Linda Wilson

Ushers 
*Please contact David Harrell if you are interested in being an Usher.

  Dave Harrell, Jimmie Poncsek,  
  Mary Neuman, Greta O’Kelley

Counters 
*Please notify Mary DeFelice if you are interested in being a counter 
of offerings.

 6 8:00 a.m. Gere Schultz 
  10:30 a.m. Nikki R., David H.

 13 8:00 a.m. Jeanne R. Mary D. 
  10:30 a.m. Nikki R., Roy E.

 20 8:00 am Carol A., 
  10:30 am Nikki R., David H.

 27 8:00 am Jeanne R. 
  10:30 am Nikki R., Roy E.
Requirements for counting are: being a member of St Paul’s and the 
2 counters not be related. Thank you to all past and present counter 
volunteers for your help. Blessings, Mary DeFelice.

Monthly Newsletter Articles and features from church 
committees are due by the 20th of every month.  To edit, 
publish, and mail out the monthly newsletter on time we need 
and appreciate your cooperation in meeting this deadline.

If you, recently, have had a change of address, phone number or 
other contact information please notify the church office either 
by email, place a note (printing your information clearly) in the 
office door slot or call the office at (775) 882-3020. 

If you would like to be included in the Birthday and Wedding 
Anniversary column of the monthly newsletter, please print 
clearly, your name, month, day of your birthday and/or your 
wedding anniversary and either note it in the Sunday sign-in 
book  or slip a note in the slot of the office door or call the 
church office @ (775) 882-3020 or email your information to 
the church office stpaulcarson@gmail.com 

HELP!  We are requesting donations for the replacement of 
desks, in both Pastor Chad’s and the church secretary’s offices 
and to do some minor refurbishment, making them more 
welcoming and efficient. We have drawers falling out of the 
secretary’s desk, creating a hazardous condition and furniture 
that no longer serves its purpose. Pastor Chad, Interim 
Secretary Linda, Council President Jay have met with the 
Design committee; they all agree that these two offices are long 
past due for refurbishment. We are looking for more suitable, 
efficient office desks to create a more welcoming environment 
for guests as well as parishioners.

Peace of the Lord Be with You Always, 
SPLF Interim Secretary, Linda Wilson

From The Office of the Church Secretary


